
Santa Reparata International School of Art
Fuji Studio

Course Syllabus

 
Course Title:  BEGINNING WEAVING
Course Number: 22-2623SR
Credit Hours: 3--Contact hours: 90
Instructor: 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is an introduction of the traditional art of weaving fabrics.  In this 
beginning weaving course students work on four harness weaving looms. The basic 
loom techniques include: weaving terminology; textile analysis and pattern drafting; 
preparation of wrap; dressing and operating the loom.  Weaving techniques covered 
are: twills, basket, satin rep, double weave. Hand manipulated techniques studied 
are: tapestry, inlay, pick-up, brocade, rug knots, leno and lace, and belt weave.  This 
course is intended for fashion design and textile design students.

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
At the successful completion of the course, students will have a working knowledge 

of all techniques covered, including dressing and operating the loom, 
creation of twills, basket weaves, satin rep, double weaves, tapestry, inlay, 
pick-up, brocade, rug knots, leno, lace and belt weaves.  Students will also 
have a good command of weaving terminology.

PREREQUISITES 
None

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Knowledge of all techniques covered. Projects:

1. Sample weaving, straight threading 4 harness.
2. Sample weaving diverse threading 4 harness, with small project.
3. Pin Loom tapestry
4. Main weaving project

MEANS OF EVALUATION
Group critiques; two or three during the term.  Final individual critique

GRADING SYSTEM
Grades will reflect the technical quality and artistic merit of the projects and the timely 
completion of all required projects.  Consideration will also be given to effort and participation, 
personal growth and attendance.
A=93-100%, A-=90-92%, B+=87-89%, B=83-86%, B-=80-82%, C+=77-79%, C=73-
76%, C-=70-72%, D=60-69%, F=59-0%, I= Incomplete, W= Withdrawal.



ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
Any student missing more than 6 classes receives a failing grade for the class.  
Tardiness:   After  the  first  20  minutes  of  class  students  are  considered  absent. 
Tardiness  will  not  be  tolerated!  Leaving  early  is  also  unacceptable  and  students 
should be informed that they will be considered absent if they leave more than 20 
minutes early from the class.

TEXT BOOKS & FURTHER READINGS
No text book required. Photocopy handouts will be given on techniques. Studio has 
an extensive library of weaving books for student reference. (studio use only) Refer 
to text books and reading materials available in the studio. Besides numerous books 
on weaving techniques, the textile studio has about 800 books on textiles, art history, 
design and current magazine and art periodicals.

LECTURES AND VISITS
1. Visit to LISIO, an antique Jacquard weaving factory.
2. Possible visit to a textile trade exhibition (Pitti Filati or Prato Expo).
3. Other visits to exhibits if they apply

TECHNIQUES AND DEMONSTRATIONS:  
4. Introductory lectures; weaving the main techniques, explained with examples.
5. Planning warp on warping board.
6. Winding of warp on the warping board.
7. Threading and dressing the loom
8. Basic loom operation and demonstration of all weaves to be done on sample.
9. Pattern drafting on graph paper and textile analysis.
10. Individual technical and artistic assistance on techniques and projects.
11. Several slide lectures on textile history, contemporary artistic weaving.
12.  Slide lecture on industrial weaving methods. 
13. Demonstrations on pinloom tapestry weaving and basic tapestry weaves.
14.  Demonstrations on pattern weaves or belt weave or other techniques used 

for the  later project.
15. Demonstration on the use of the computer for weave drafting.

MATERIAL LIST

Semester Materials Fee of Euro 40 (paid within the first two weeks). Covers: yarns 
for the sample weaving projects. 

Material to buy: Yarns for the final main project, scissors, large tapestry needles, 
notebook of graph paper, folder to keep photocopy handouts of techniques.

Cost 20 to 50 euro depending on the project chosen. We have a list of several local 
yarn shops where these materials can be purchased (“Mirko”, Innocenti” etc.)

Disclaimer: This syllabus may be amended as the course proceeds you will be 
informed ahead of time.
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